
Substitution is Salvation 
 

If I could only teach or preach on one topic it would be on – The Cross and Salvation of Jesus. 
 
Of all the aspects, teachings and concepts in the Bible, of all the things you can study and know,  

the one thing you should know and have a firm grasp on is the Cross.   
   The Latin word for cross is –crux and that is where we get our word crucial from.   

                Christianity is Christ, and the crucial fact about Christ is the Cross.   
Thus it is absolutely crucial that we know, believe and understand the cross and its message. 

For me there is truly no end to this glorious message. 
As Luther said Christianity is a theology of the Cross. 

Pray  
 
Out of the Greatest 
           Book  Testament      Book  Chapter     Paragraph 
   We now come to possibly the greatest verse (25) and then the greatest word in all of scripture.  
 
We will follow the logical flow and order of salvation, which goes backwards through the text 

In each of the following Sundays we will look at one WORD  
and unpack the deep and important theological truth of each word. 

And each with each of these words Paul brings us to a specific LOCATION. 
 

25    God presented him,    
God set forth, He proclaimed, declared openly, displayed publicly Jesus  

    Why? 
God’s wrath. 

Please note that is not how we think wrath today like uncontrolled road rage.  
    My bumper sticker that made someone very mad.  God is not like that person. 

  I like how Leon Morris states that God’s wrath is the reverse side of a holy love. 
It is not that God is angry but that He is holy. It is controlled and just. 

 
Rom 1-3 God’s wrath and judgment over sin  
      There is sin and we have glorified what we enjoy the most and God has not been it. 

We are enemies with God -all humanity every color, size, rank, religion, 
Because of sin God would be just to condemn us forever   

      His holiness and justice needs to be satisfied   
                             1:18, 2:5, 3:5 Bearing the Wrath of God - Rom 3:25; Heb 2:17; 1 John 2:2.  

                    The penalty was inflicted by the Father. 2 Cor 5:21; Is 53:6, 10; Rom. 5:8 

 
Because our sin is so severe, the most radical cure was needed.    
     God is just and deals with sin accordingly, but He is more than just- He is also grace. 
His love was willing to meet the demands of His justice. 
 

How to remove God’s Wrath?  
           Found in this great word.  
The cross is God’s mighty proclamation of how He deals with our sin seen in the cross. 

We now come to the greatest word in all of scripture. God comes to our rescue and does 
the right thing, showing all humanity that He is the solution for our sins.   

 
Just as Hesed was my favorite word in the OT – showing God’s love in action, 

here is the same thing, God’s love in action manifested in the death of His Son. 



 
as a sacrifice of atonement  
Here is the Greek word Hilasterion, Propitiation, found also in 1 John 4:10 

 
   What is in the meaning of this word? 
       This phrase/word is the summary of the gospel-  

Propitiation - It is the loving activity of God placing us in right relationship with   
                      Himself by the giving of Himself and thus satisfying His wrath. 

       
Here Paul takes us to the sacrificial system found in the Temple   Lev 17:11  

 This is a place where sacrifices are brought to God.   
But what kind of sacrifice produces the satisfactory appeasement that pleases God?  

                     Not our table of goodies (as noted in last week’s sermon). 
 
Sacrifice 
There is only one sacrifice that is satisfactory- The Substitute Jesus.  

We cannot pay it – only Christ can. 
His perfection and life of obedience qualified Him to make this atonement 

Jesus is the sacrifice that bears the anger, punishment, wrath of God against sin. 
This is the great sacrifice where God gave His own son and He was not spared 
Not a spotless animal, but Christ    How- His death- the shedding of His blood. 
     Jesus stands in as our substitute, He stands in our place paying the penalty that we deserve.   

       He takes our sin penalty and guilt at the cross.   
 

Atonement 
Atone- to make things right between parties, to make amends and fix what is wrong. 
 

Here in the OT God set up a system in which the people could bring sacrifices to the 
temple and God would pass over the people’s sins without punishment because of the 
sacrifice. There in the Temple would be the atonement for their sins. 
 
God the judge brings the hammer/gavel down and says guilty,  

             and at that moment Christ steps in and takes our place as our substitute on the Cross 
    and Christ takes the wrath of God as He became the curse for us (Gal 3:13)     
Let me give an example of this great word: “No Snack”  
 
The atonement is the work Christ did in His life and death to earn our salvation 

 in making things right between us and God. 
And this satisfies God’s wrath and reconciles sinners to God.   
 

Satisfied God’s wrath 
The wrath of God against sin is poured out on Christ in the cross.   
God’s justice and wrath was satisfied through the substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus. 
Jesus received the wrath of God poured out for our sins 
 
This is why this word is so great. 
Christ’s death is a necessary expression of God’s holiness in dealing with human sin.     

God put Christ forth as an appeasement to the wrath of God.   
X death appeased (settle, resolves, clears up) God’s divine wrath 
 
 



Not that the sin was forgotten, it was dealt with – Christ absorbed it and earned for us salvation.  
God passed over our sins without punishment because of the Cross.  

The purpose of propitiation is the removal of his displeasure and wrath. 
And the cross of Christ satisfies the demands of God’s holiness and justice wrath. 
Christ is the means of the substitutionary atonement in which God’s wrath is satisfied. 

 
 “God Himself 
 Gave Himself 
  To save us from Himself”  Stott 
 

CS Lewis and Aslan story is an example of this concept.  
 
 
So what do we do with this word? 

Through Faith- I accept what God has provided for my sin. 
 
God cannot let sin pass. 
There are 2 options:   

His wrath must fall on Christ,  
and if you reject Christ it will fall on you. 
 
Through Faith- I accept what God has provide for my sin. 

 
 
 
 
 I Peter 3:18 


